
                               

                                                                

 

Emily and Richardson Preyer Buckridge Reserve 

Local Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Friday, 8 November 2013, 10:30-11:30am 

Attendance 

LAC Members Affiliation/Interest Present 

Mr. Mark Cagle NCWRC – Enforcement No 

Mr. David Turner NCWRC –Biologist Yes 

Mr. Howard Phillips PLNWR Yes 

Sheriff Darryl Liverman Tyrrell County Sheriff’s Office No 

Mr. Mike Clements Community Member Yes 

Ms. Nina Griswell Tyrrell County Government No 

Mr. Andy Hux NCDFR No 

   

Others Present   

Rebecca Ellin DCM, Reserve Manager 

Woody Webster DCM, Buckridge Site Manager 

 

Reserve Program Update – Rebecca Ellin 

Administrative Update 

Staffing News 



                               

• Kate Brogan was hired in May 2013 as the Reserve’s temporary Communications Specialist. Kate 

is focusing on the Reserve website, social media, and public relations campaigns related to 

visitor use at Reserve sites. 

• Marie Davis was also hired in May 2013 as the Reserve’s temporary Environmental Educator 

located in the Wilmington office. Marie is conducting a variety of general public programming in 

the region, including on-site field trips, public presentations, and a paddling trip. 

• Lori Davis, Education Coordinator for the Reserve, recently received the 2013 Environmental 

Educator of the Year Award from the Environmental Educators of North Carolina. 

Budget Update 

The Reserve receives funding from both the State of N.C. and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) for operation of the program and a budget update was provided for the current 

fiscal year. The Reserve’s total budget for FY13-14 is $877,653 ($265,000 from State appropriations and 

$612,653 from NOAA, 90% of the NOAA funds support operation of the N.C. National Estuarine 

Research Reserve (NCNERR)); this is a $34,754 reduction in federal funding for operation of the NCNERR 

and excludes any external competitive grant funds. 

Reserve Communications 

Website 

The Reserve is in the process of transferring its website to a new DENR hosting portal. This will help 

brand the Reserve as part of the Division of Coastal Management and establish consistency between 

DENR agencies, as well as providing more comprehensive and current information for website visitors in 

an easy-to-navigate format. The new website will be published in December 2013. 

The Hot Topics section of the current website is updated weekly to announce upcoming 

events/meetings, review projects and field trips, and establish a consistent “voice” for the Reserve that 

keeps website visitors excited about our work. The Hot Topics Archive can be found at the following link 

and will also be available on our new website: http://www.nccoastalreserve.net/Resources/Hot-Topics-

Archives/225.aspx 

Facebook 

The Reserve has three Facebook pages: Rachel Carson, Masonboro Island, and a general N.C. Coastal 

Reserve page. Facebook is useful for interacting with visitors and community members that are 

interested in Reserve activities. The Facebook pages reach hundreds of people each day (range of 

people viewing a post between July and October 2013 for Rachel Carson: 250-2,200; N.C. Coastal 

Reserve: 89-1,300; and Masonboro Island: 470-5,000). 

Newsletter 

The Reserve redesigned its newsletter, the Tidal Flat. The new version comes directly to your email 

inbox in a colorful new format. 



                               

Local Advisory Committee Operating Procedures 

 The Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Operating Procedures document was updated based on input from 

LAC members and staff, replacing the original version. No substantive changes were recommended by 

either LAC members or staff and thus, all changes are minor and serve to simplify or clarify without 

changing process or intent. The document you received is the final updated version with comments 

inserted to highlight the simplified or clarified language. A final PDF version without the comments will 

be emailed to committee members in December and posted on the Reserve website. 

Site Updates – Woody Webster 

Hunting 

Bear harvest has increased over the past few years.  In 2009 only 9 bear were harvested, while 2010 saw 

an increase to 16, and 2011 saw further growth to 19. Last year’s harvest set another record for 

Buckridge, coming in at 22. Monitoring has shown an apparently healthy population with continued 

sustainable hunting levels. Surrounding bear sanctuaries, especially adjacent National Wildlife Refuges, 

contribute to this. The increase in harvest success has occurred even as the open bear season at 

Buckridge remains the same.  

The bear trend followed county-wide numbers, as Tyrrell County took the top slot for North Carolina 

bear harvest for the first time. Staff noted that an increasing number of hunters were taking advantage 

of the December season as well.  

Last year’s deer harvest was down slightly, with only 30 recorded. This harvest has shown some 

variability, with 2010 showing 17 taken and 2011 having 37. It is thought that deer harvest numbers are 

underreported compared to bear.  

Roads were mowed prior to hunting season, but other maintenance that is part of the DCM-WRC 

agreement for Buckridge Game Land has been delayed. WRC reports that the rock for road maintenance 

will be delivered shortly.  

 

Invasive species  

The Reserve has worked for years with the Division of Water Resources to control alligatorweed along 

its shore. A change in how the contract was processed this year led to delays in spraying. At the time of 

the meeting, staff still planned to assist DWR with spraying the following week, but a subsequent freeze 

made the plan moot. Spraying will be postponed until next year, and staff plan to schedule treatment 

during early spring. The Reserve currently sprays about 1 acre per year through this contract. Isolated 

pockets of alligatorweed along Buckridge’s interior are treated by staff to prevent new areas from 

becoming infested. 

The invasive shrub privet was also treated this year by staff. Previous work involved cut and spray 

treatment, which was effective but labor intensive. Follow-up checks of the treatment area showed only 

small levels of regrowth. This fall staff applied foliar spray on sprouts and a new untreated area. This 



                               

should allow for an assessment the two methodologies, helping to determine whether the cut and spray 

treatment is worth the extra labor it requires compared to foliar treatment alone.   

 

Restoration 

The Clean Water Management Trust Fund hydrologic restoration project was officially completed with 

submission of a final report April 2013. The water control structures installed appear to hold water 

better now than when first installed and monitored by ECU. As is usual for all-metal risers, an 

accumulation of organic debris has helped form a better seal between the stop logs.  

 

Current Research 

There have been several new outgrowths as a result of ECU’s monitoring during the CWMTF project. The 

principle investigator, Dr. Alex Manda, has published a journal article in Environmental Earth Sciences 

based on some of his work at Buckridge. Dr. Manda has also received a research permit to continue 

work at Buckridge, and has introduced Dr. Enrique Reyes to Buckridge recently. Dr. Reyes has particular 

interest in how salt water is changing habitat along the canals. Additionally, two proposals have been 

submitted for NC Coastal Reserve- NC Sea Grant fellowships at Buckridge. This is novel because 

Buckridge is usually overlooked for fellowship proposals compared to other reserve sites.  Staff noted 

that opportunities presented by ECU’s collaboration with Pocosin Arts for local overnight 

accommodations have been a great advantage in attracting researchers to the area. 

A private individual, Dr. Roy Sawyer, has a long-time interest in the area and has requested assistance in 

locating a bullfrog leech. Dr. Sawyer has confirmed many new species of invertebrate for our region, and 

is considered an authority on leeches. The bullfrog leech he is interested in is the only nearby leech that 

may be found feeding on humans or hunting dogs who’ve been in the water. Anyone who finds a 

specimen for Dr. Sawyer should place it in a zip top bag and freeze it for later identification.   

Lastly, an initial lichen survey has been performed in the area which included two sampling points at 

Buckridge. The work was done by James C. Lendemer’s group from the New York Botanical Garden. His 

group found a very high diversity of lichen species, and suggested a more detailed inventory would be 

warranted.  

 

Upcoming activities 

Bear season starts the week after this meeting, and will run Monday through Wednesday. The second 

bear season for Buckridge will be Monday through Wednesday Christmas week. 

The Buckridge office has moved into the Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuge main office.   

 

Member Roundtable 



                               

Mr. Phillips stated that he was looking forward to co-location of offices to facilitate partnership 

opportunities regarding research and land management between the Refuge and the Reserves.  

Mr. Clements discussed new standards that would soon be released from the Army Corps of Engineers 

regarding the Gum Neck dike. A public hearing would be scheduled in January on these standards, as the 

ACOE works with the Gum Neck drainage district on them. 

Discussion shifted to the potential for landscape-scale restoration and planning for the future. Various 

agencies now possess the knowledge of how to slow the detrimental changes occurring on protected 

lands, but funds are still needed for implementation. It was noted that private property owners and 

drainage associations would need to be accommodated, and parties should consider joint grant 

applications for work on protected areas.  

Mr. Clements relayed increasing reports of feral hogs coming from hunters. Mr. Phillips has had issues 

with feral hogs north of Buckridge, but has not heard similar reports recently, nor seen sign. It is 

unknown if reports represent a new infestation or a shifting population.  

Public Comments 

No members of the public made comments. 

Review of Action Items 

Action items for next year include the search for funding for landscape scale restoration and scheduling 

next fall’s LAC meeting.  

 


